
COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING
Wednesday, 11th April 2018

PRESENT: The Mayor (Councillor Duckworth) (in the Chair); Councillors 
Iftikhar Ahmed, Cecile Biant, Surinder Biant, Brett, Burke, Clegg, Cocks, 
Davidson, Dearnley, Neil Emmott, Emsley, Furlong, Gartside, Holly, Howard, 
Joinson, Kelly, Malcolm, Mir, O’Rourke, Paolucci-Escobar, Robinson, 
Rowbotham, Sheerin, Stott, Sullivan, Peter Williams, Winkler and Zaman.

OFFICERS:  S. Rumbelow (Chief Executive), J. Searle (Director of Economy), 
V. Bradshaw (Chief Finance Officer), E. Newsome (Head of Governance), 
M. Brooke (Communications Officer), R. Hall, D. Johnstone (Facilities 
Management) and P. Thompson (Governance and Committee Services) 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  10 members of the public.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
60 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ali Ahmed, 
Shakil Ahmed, Daalat Ali, Sultan Ali, Bell, Beswick, Blundell, Boriss, Brosnan, 
Butterworth, Dutton, Susan Emmott, Farnell, Hartley, Heakin, Hornby, 
Hussain, Martin, McCarthy, Meredith, Nickson, O’Neill, Rashid, Rush, Smith, 
Wardle, Wazir, West, Donna Williams and Zaheer.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
61 There were no declarations of interests.

MINUTES
62 RESOLVED
That the minutes of the meetings of the Council held 14th February 2018 and 
28th February 2018 be approved and signed as correct records.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND PETITIONS
63 There were no submitted questions or petitions.

NOTICES OF MOTION
64 It was moved by Councillor Dearnley and seconded by Councillor Stott 
that:

“This Council notes the significant disruption often caused by third party 
organisations who carry out street works, digging up sections of the highway 
or footpaths. Whilst Local Authorities have some powers in relation to this type 
of activity and Rochdale Council endeavours to use the existing powers of the 
local authority to optimal benefit, we consider that the current powers are 
insufficient and should be extended so that all highways authorities are able to 
work more efficiently with cable and utility companies to better plan and 
programme street work activities, particularly around highway and footpath 
excavations; and that advance notice requirements are strengthened so that 
our communities have more time to prepare for any local disruption. 



 
“This Council calls on the Chief Executive to contact the Secretary of State for 
Transport outlining our concerns and calling for a review of the statutory 
provisions for local authorities and third party organisations.”

An amendment to the Motion was moved by Councillor Brett and seconded by 
Councillor Malcolm such that the Motion be approved subject to the deletion 
of all words after the words “any local disruption” to insert the following new 
paragraphs:-

“Any new provisions should also include powers to protect disabled residents 
who quite often find themselves imprisoned in their own homes caused by 
inconsiderate contractors working in the street outside their property.

“Furthermore, new powers are required urgently in view of the substantial 
additional investment this Labour Council is making in improving the 
borough’s roads and footpaths. It is not acceptable for Council taxpayers for 
roads recently resurfaced to be then dug up by cable and utility companies 
only a few weeks later.

“An extra £12million is to be spent over the next two years, and combined with 
existing highways maintenance budgets, will mean a total of £18million being 
invested in improving the borough’s highways over this period, plus an further 
£5million spent on day-to-day repairs. Compare this spending to the wholly 
inadequate and lamentable potholes grant of £247,000 awarded to the council 
by central government last month.”

Upon being put to the vote, the amendment was declared to be carried.

On being put to the vote, the substantive motion, as amended, was declared 
to be carried and it was RESOLVED accordingly.

MEMBERS' QUARTERLY REPORTS
65 Members presented their Quarterly Reports responding to questions
and remarks from Members of the Council:-

 The Leader of the Council and the Cabinet Member for Corporate and 
Resources

 The Cabinet Member for Housing and Environment
 The Cabinet Member for Regeneration
 The Cabinet Member for Business, Skills and Employment
 The Cabinet Member for Children's Services
 The Cabinet Member for Adult Care
 The Cabinet Member for Planning and Development
 The Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods, Community and Culture
 The Cabinet Member for Health and Wellbeing
 The Chair of the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee
 The Chair of the Communities, Regeneration and Environment
 Overview and Scrutiny Committee
 The Chair of the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny



 Committee
 Report of the Representative to the Greater Manchester Waste
 Disposal Authority.
 Report of a Representative to Transport for Greater Manchester

RESOLVED:
That the reports be noted.

GREATER MANCHESTER COMBINED AUTHORITY
66 The Council considered the minutes of the meetings of the Greater 
Manchester Combined Authority held on 26th January 2018, 20th February 
2018 and 23rd February 2018.

RESOLVED:
That the Minutes be noted.

VOTE OF THANKS
67 The Council noted that this would be the last meeting of the Council for 
Councillors Bell, Surinder Biant, Clegg, the Mayor - Councillor Duckworth and 
Furlong and Members of the Council recorded their thanks and appreciation to 
them. 

Members of the Council recorded their thanks and appreciation for the 
services of Councillor Duckworth as Mayor of the Borough for the 2017/18 
Municipal Year in both his Civic role and as Chair of the Council.


